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Vowels

An Introduction

The English language is made up of Vowels and Consonants. Vowel sounds are
made by using your vocal cords without any friction from your teeth, lips, or
tongue. They are represented by the letters A, E, |, O, U, and sometimes Y. Al
of the other letters are called Consonants, and they provide more structure to the
word sounds (B,C,D,F,G,H,J... and so on).

Many pronunciation struggles in English are due to the complexity of English
vowels. The English vowels are different than most other languages as there are
two distinct sounds for each vowel: Short and Long. These sounds can change
depending on how we are using the vowel.

For the purpose of this workbook, we will be practicing the main short and long
vowel sounds. There are many exceptions, such as “I"
vowels, dipthongs, efc., which go into too much detail for this activity book.
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A note on Schwa:

The most common sound in the English language is called Schwa and is written
as /3/ in pronunciation dictionaries. This is an “uh” sound found only in
unstressed syllables. Since all English words need at least one stressed syllable,
you will only find a schwa in words with two or more syllables.

The Schwa sound can be represented by any of the vowel letters:

ain “ago” - 3/go

e in “silent” - si/lont

i in “pupil” - pu/pal

o in “pilot” - pi/lat

u in “focus” - fo/ cas



Short A

The short a vowel sound in General American English has a very distinct and
unique sound. Each area of the United States adds its own regional flair to the
short a, but in the Midwestern United States, the sound has a little stronger
emphasis.

Many online videos try to isolate the short a sound into an “ahh” sound, but that
is closer to the short o sound, as in “dot.” Short a in General American English
is harsher, with your tongue pushing forward slightly, as in “cat.” It is a crisp,
quick sound that does not stretch out. Try this simple maze to see if you can
correctly identify the short a sound.

Vowel Maze &9 e
Short A

" n

Follow the maze of words with the short “a” sound as in the word
“pat” Make sure you check your answers in the back of the
; workbook when finished.
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Short Vowel O =
Sound “a” Match

Directions: Match the words in the first column
with the same short vowel sound in that row.
Circle the answer.

lash red again
stand mat send dead
slant hack egg sweat
tag train bell shag
quack gem ranch head
crab any said snag
glass rant spread blouse
mast break black many
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Pronunciation Path Short A

Make a path with the Short A sound as in "Cat." Enter on top
left and move only across or up and down. Exit on boftom right.
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/ N 7 N 7 N 7 N\
EﬂTer» cat bake chat shack man l
. — \ / N — .
rash /_fdc?‘ /:Oc:? /;'ec?‘ /:cm?
/ \— _/ \ / \ / \__ __/
N7 N7 NN N
realm ate play lack sand
/ N\ / \ /7 \ / \_ /
(‘I N N/ NN D
ake champ strand bag wait
/ N\~ —/ \ /7 \ / N\
(_ N N/ N\ /7 N N
stray bask gave bacon hand
/ \_ / \ /7 \ / \_ /
Gny NI lag N /_qsh_\ /_wog_\ /n_am?
/7 \ /S N\ N\ S\
C N7 N/ N/, N
made chain pay fan many
/7 \ / N\ N\ N\
cash cramp grand pack eight
/7 \ /N N\
OO
7 N~ / \ / \ / N _/
(b_ N N/ N )
ranch brag plant land clam
/7 \ /7 \ /7 \ / \_ /

© 2024 Anniehoo English LLC

p.

Exit



A closer look at decoding:

General Vowel and Consonant Spelling Rules

Basic decoding of American English pronunciation can be done by the general
spelling rules. Although there are many exceptions, the placement of the vowel
at the end of a syllable usually determines whether it is a Long or Short sound.

In a Vowel - Consonant pattern as in “HAT,” the vowel A will be short. The same
is generally true with a Vowel - Consonant - Consonant pattern as in “BACK,”
with a short A.

If the pattern is vowel - consonant - vowel, most commonly found in the “silent E”
pattern like “ATE” or “CANE,” the first vowel will be long. Most syllables ending
in a “silent e” take the long sound of the first vowel. The same is generally true
with a Vowel - Vowel - Consonant pattern like “AIM” or “EAT.”

There are, of course, many exceptions, which adds to the complexity of English
pronunciation! Read on to find many hints and tips.

10



TOP HOP |
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acorn knack log baby lop
Hop Scoich | |
Vowel Sound Short A | ™ hawk . band I
Directions: base past hay sleigh call

Start at the bottom and hop
your way up the sidewalk row
by row to the top. Only land on

audio fray
blocks that have a “short a”
sound.
_ . shade  sweater plain talked raisin
Move horizontally, vertically, or ‘
diagonally. You can hop over \ﬁ%
a block if it is in direct line with
a correct word. frai any
play against hack potato flow
Example
short a
haul case jaunt
cake daily hat
theif played  sprain
IRt _ lead damp class cough table
back * cage field
bag cheap  wave
Sfar.ﬁng wave say ball
word
tear fail hot bac::k plane

© 2024 Annishoo English LLC * Start here with the first word that contains the “short a” sound *
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Words of Concern and Notes:
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